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Norton. 1 Cloth(s), 2011. hard. Book Condition: New. Spanning a century of modern Middle Eastern
literaturefrom the Arab poet Khalil Gibran to the Nobel laureates Naguib Mahfouz and Orhan Pamuk, from the
great Syrian-Lebanese poet Adonis to the grand dame of Urdu fiction, Ismat Chughtaithis treasury reveals a
people of diverse religions, languages, and cultures, yet united by the legacy of Western colonial rule. Los
Angelesbased Iranian-American Reza Aslan, author of No god but God and Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus
of Nazareth, presents nearly 200 short stories, poems, excerpts from novels, memoirs, essays, and works of
drama with the intent of creating a bridge between our estranged cultures."This landmark collection of
writings from the modern Middle East reminds us of the region's magnificent and proud literary tradition. That
would be gift enough. But the powerful voices within these pages also guide us past clichéd perceptions of the
region as a hotbed for militants and extremists and bring to life the hopes, aspirations, and strugglesindeed the
common humanityof one of the world's most diverse and fascinating regions."Khaled Hosseini"This mammoth
anthology goes a long way toward achieving its equally mammoth goal: to shift American views of the Middle
East away 'from the ubiquitous images of terrorists and fanatics.. An impressive success that spans vast
regions of time and territory, this is that rare anthology: cohesive, affecting, and informing."Publishers Weekly
(starred review)"This unique and splendid gathering of poems, memoirs, fiction, and essays, many translated
into English for the first time from Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and Urdu, covers the past century of frenetic
disruption and change in works of beauty, dissent, irony, and romance. Of particular interest are women
writers. Parvin E'tesami (190741), of Iran, wrote in a poem titled 'lIranian Women': 'Her life she spent in isolation;
she died in...
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