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COLONEL CAMPBELLS COLUMN--FEBRUARY 1ST TO APRIL 27TH,
I90I THE move commonly known as Frenchs Eastern Trek would,
if carried out as originally conceived, have gone very near
ending the war. It was to have been a sweep of nine columns
from westwards on to the Swaziland border to the east. But at
the last moment two strong columns under Generals Plumer
and Paget, which were to have been on the left of the sweeping
line, were called off to attend to De Wet, who had broken into
Cape Colony. Thus only seven columns were available, and there
was a large gap on the left of the line, with nothing but the small
column under Colonel Campbell to fill it. Through this gap most
of the Boers, among them the commandos of Beyers and Louis
Botha, eventually escaped. The movement ended in the...
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