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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 110 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1921. Excerpt: . . . SECTION IV-MATERIALS OF MAINLY ORGANIC ORIGIN NOT PREVIOUSLY CLASSIFIED
CHAPTER XXII CERTAIN PLANT-JUICES AND THEIR SUBSTITUTES GUTTA PERCHA. --Gutta percha is the
coagulated juice from the bark of certain trees of the Sapotacea family, the chief being palaquium gutta. This
is a big forest tree with small glossy leaves. The full origin of the name gutta percha is not certainly known, but
gutta or getah is the Malay for a juice which flows from a tree. The trees are native to a very small area in the
Malay Peninsula, and to certain of the East Indies. They have been transplanted to, and are now cultivated in,
Java. Gutta percha is obtained from the inner bark of the tree and is collected by tapping, e. g. making cuts in
the bark. Unfortunately, however, it coagulates so easily that laborious and continuous tapping is necessary in
order to secure a full yield of the substance, and this has led to the practice of cutting down the trees and
making large cuts right round the trunks. Where the trees are cultivated, however, they are tapped similarly to
rubber. Gutta percha is also present in the leaves of the trees and various methods have been tried to obtain it
from them. Gutta percha when first collected contains dirt, gum, resin, and much other impurity: A preliminary
purification, consisting of boiling with water, is carried out at the collecting station, aFer which it is exported.
The refining consists in...
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