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illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . .. VASO-MOTOR NERVES OF THE HEART. Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical
Faculty of Maryland, 1891. There has come about in physiology within the last ten years the use of two new
words, anabolic and katabolic. The justification for the employment of these words is mainly to be found in
recent experiments made on the heart which show that certain nerves tend to help the nourishment of the
heart and are in the old sense of the word, true trophic nerves, while certain other nerves, when active, tend to
exhaust the heart and to prevent or hinder its nutrition. Experiments first made on the heart by Gaskell have
since been extended to muscles and to other organs, so that the physiology of to-day is largely a question of
anabolic and katabolic phenomena. Investigation of the extrinsic cardiac nerves, with their ganglia, shows that
although stimulation of the pneumogastric slows the pulse, or strong excitation entirely stops the heat beat, yet
on the whole the nerve is a help to the heart; that if in an animal you take a feebly beating heart stimulation of
the pneumogastric will, after a time, strengthen the heart. If you take the dying heart of a frog, in which the
auricles are still beating, but the beat fails to pass over to the ventricle, by stimulating the pneumogastric you
can often get the heart back to its normal rhythm. Often one gets the phenomenon that the auricle in a dying...
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