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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Essays in Ancient Modern Literature Amongst Greek
writers none has reached such a high point of excellence as AEschylus. The beauty of his works has, one may
say, only been appreciated in modern times, or, I might say, it has been reserved to us, having the whole
collection of classical works before us, to pronounce his creations the most remarkable of ancient dramatic art.
It was customary to combine three tragedies with what one might call a comedy, and to apply to the whole the
name of Tetralogia. The reasons assigned for the retention of the comedy in connection with the tragedies have
been various, but a discussion on this topic is beyond the purport of the paper. I desire to review with you the
most marvellous production of the most remarkable school of writers that the classic world has produced: The
Oresteia. This name is given to a tetralogia, because the Orestes mythos is the foundation of the whole
composition. This mythos is taken from that of the cycle of the Pelopidae. Even in Homer, in the Odyssey, the
elements of an Oresteia, as an epic poem, are to be found. The mythos formed part of the epic of the return of
the victorious Atridae. The following is a rough outline of the mythology of Pelops. Pelops, son of the
mythological king Tantalus, came from Asia Minor to Europe, acquired influence and power in the peninsula
now bearing his name and obtained by force the kingdom of Oenomaos. This king imposed the following task
on all who sought the hand of his daughter: to conquer him in a chariot race, he relying on the...
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