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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .such as vegetable growth and the peculiar conduct of Dr. Bissell s tree.
But thought belongs to the imperishable, indestructible Spirit that gathers its food tor growth through material
avenues, and the future weal or woe must depend on that food. For, as a man thinks in his heart, so is he. And
as the material brain can only serve as a medium for gathering thoughts by the indwelling ego, surely a tree
without nerves of sensation cannot gather thoughts. My seventh and last is, that as you may sever the limbs and
other members from the body and yet leave a perfect mental state: or destroy in infancy the two most
important senses, sight and hearing, as in Helen Kellar of Alabama, and yet make a brilliant and high-grade
scholar of her through the remaining senses, we are forced to the conclusion that the body is only a tenement,
and may be totally destroyed and leave us perfectly conscious of all that we are or ever have been, and death
of the body does not end all. I will close with a few words of Addison on Plato s soliloquy concerning the im
mortality of the soul. He had been reading Cato s reasoning on the subject of a future life, and exclaimed: It
must be so, Cato; thou reasonest well. Else whence comes this pleasing hope, this fond desire, this longing aGer
immortality? It would simplify the doctor s argument if he would, with...
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