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should have opportunities that had been denied to him. He could find satisfaction in making money, if he could
spend it on making his wife and children happy. He turned to find the engineer beside him on the staging.
Blowing up for wet, the engineer remarked and spat heedlessly from the vast height of the derrick down into
the remote cavern of the excavation out of which the swarms of workmen were laboriously raising the great
erection of the new building. His spittle drifted down into invisibility long before it had reached its casual goal.
Are you married? asked Stephen suddenly. Ah! married this twenty year, the engineer replied. And children? A
round half dozen, the engineer said. Me eldest boy s down there working on the sump; goin to be a bigger man
than his father, so e says; but | tell im e s at the very bottom o this job and | m at the top, an it ll take im a long

time afore he gets as igh as | am. The engineer laughed with gusto at his own joke, and sent another missile
down...
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