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to the formation of the Confederacy and the start of the Civil War. On December 20, a little more than a month
after Republican Abraham Lincoln had been elected the 16th president, a convention met in Charleston and
passed the first ordinance of secession by one of the United States, declaring, We, the people of the State of
South Carolina in convention assembled, do declare and ordain. that the Union now subsisting between South
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P.G.T. Beauregard ordered the first shots to be fired at the federal garrison defending...
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