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sun. Locusts whirred in rhapsody. Bluebirds throbbed their love songs joyously. The drone of insects, the
shimmer of hear, were in the atmosphere. One could almost see green things grow. To confine youth within
four walls on such a day was an outrage against human nature. A lean, wiry boy, hatchet-faced, stared with
dreamy eyes out of the window of his prison. By raising himself in his seat while the teacher was not looking he
could catch a silvery gleam of the river through the great firs. His thoughts were far afield. They were not
concerned with the capitals of the States he was supposed to be learning, but had fared forth to the reborn
earth, to the stir and movement of creeping things. The call of nature awakening from its long winter sleep
drummed in his heart. He could sympathize with the bluebottle buzzing against the sunny windowpane in its
efforts to reach the free world outside. Recess! With the sound of the gong his heart leaped, but he kept his
place in the line with perfect decorum. It would never do to be called back now for a momentary indiscretion.
From the school yard he slipped the back way and dived into a bank of great ferns. In the heart of this he lay
until the bell had called his classmates back to work. Cautiously he crept from his hiding place and ran down to
the river. Flinging himself on Big Rock, with his chin over the edge, he looked into the deep holes under the bank
where the trout lay close...
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