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SOME five and thirty years ago in the first book of mine to be published in the United States, | tried to give
American readers a clearer understanding of Russia and of Russian problems through an analysis of the long
evolution that had produced them. In the present book my method remains the same but how profoundly have
things changed in Russia since 1905 The crisis that | then foretold has really come, and with it real revolution.
The avowed aim of the victors in the revolution was the obliteration of all of Russias bourgeois past and the
found ing of a Russia that would be a fatherland for the toiling masses of the whole world. Lwas not alone in
believing that the habitua course of such attempts would be followed again, and that the high ideals and early
successes would be greatly modified by the conditions that Ruias past had brought forth. Indeed, in rn second
American bookjpublished in 1928 as the new regime reached the end of its first decade, | presented the trend in
that light. The today of 1328 Was far from the tomorrow pre dicted in 1918. Actuality hadforced such
substantial concessions that the result held few extraordinary revelations. But there was no admitted surrender.
There were further exer tions, and the sacrifice of more millions of lives. Another dozen years has elapsed, and
where are we now? The revolutionary cycle has apparently reached its predestined end. Under the new name of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re publics, Russia is still therea Russia even more centralized and ruled more
severely than ever under the ancien...
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