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Number: (OCoLC)46786984 Subject: Federal aid to hospitals -- United States. Excerpt: . . . managing other
services such as physicians clinics and durable medical equipment businesses, and through investments. While
the larger hospitals survived this way, it is increasingly difficult for rurals to do so. Our county-owned rural
facilities, about 15 in Montana, in an effort to survive and keep their doors open to many of their residents in
need, have increasingly been forced to turn to tax subsidies in the form of mill levies and direct subsidies from
the county as a matter of last resort. This bad problem looks like it is only going to get worse, folks. Already, this
year | have heard that many Montana hospitals are far worse than they were just a year ago. | would like to
provide you with a quick snapshot of some hospitals financial condition. It shows all but one facility losing
money so far this year. In the case of St. Patricks Hospital, which is considered an urban facility, it has gone
from a 12 million profit in 1997 to a 4 million loss May 31 of this year of 2000. The Community Hospital of
Anaconda is opening at a loss, as the Clarkford Valley Hospital in Plains and St. Josephs Hospital in Polson, just
to name a few. This is a disturbing trend, placing rural America in real jeopardy as far as health care delivery
systems are concerned. | am glad to see Senator Grassley here. | serve with him on the Aging Committee and he
has long been the champion of rural health and considered one of the experts on rural health. | look forward to
listening to his testimony and also...
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