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Schizophyta, Microphytes, Micrococci, Bacilli, Spirilli, Bacteria, Leptothrix, Vibriones, Staphylococci,
Clostridium, Beggiatoa, Spiromonas, Spirochaete, Cladothrix, and all those that have received no name as yet,
as well as those that are too small to be seen under the most powerful microscope. If one of these names
actually includes any other, or if one is a derivation from another, matters not; the question 1st is: What is a
microbe? Of course, the bacteriologist may say: A microbe is a minute vital organism which can be seen only
under the microscope. But, such a definition is, to say the least, not very precise and not a little evasive; for, one
having a microscope of a power say 250 can claim that he sees microbes. Another who has a microscope of a
power of 1000 can see other microbes. Another still with a power yet higher might claim to see more and other
microbes. Where then is the limit to our observation and who can assign it? That there are creatures beyond
the range or power of any of our optical contrivances to detect, is, | might say, certain; just as certain as that
there are stars in the heavens beyond the range of our most powerful telescopes. Shall we then leave these
creatures un-named, or shall we not classify...
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