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manuals, etc. Excerpt: . . . Spacewalking History The Extravehicular Mobility Unit worn during spacewalks by
NASAs Space Shuttle astronauts represents more than 60 years of development and testing of pressure suits in
the U. S. , Russia, France, Italy, Germany, and other countries. It all began with high-altitude flyers, and one of
the first was an American, Wiley Post. Post, an aviation pioneer of the 1930s, was seeking to break high-altitude
and speed records. Post, as well as others, knew that p ro t e c t i on against low pre s s u re was essential. T h
rough experi e n c e, aviators had learned that Earths atmosphere thins with altitude. At 5, 500 meters, air is onl
y one-half as dense as it is at sea level. At 12, 200 meters, the pres s u r e is so lo w and the amount of oxygen is
so small that most living things peris h. For Wil e y Post to achi e ve the altitude rec o r ds he sought, he needed
prot e c t i o n. ( P res s u r iz ed aircr af t cabins had not yet been devel-Aviation pioneer Wiley Post. oped. ) Pos t
s solution was a suit that could be pres-s u ri zed by his airplane engines supercha r g e r....
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