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University of Tennessee Press, United States, 2007. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Third.. 236 x 160 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The Vietnam War was the largest American military interventions since
World War II and the most controversial American war since the Civil War. The controversy has outlived the war
s end and its memory has resonated in discussions of every American intervention since then.Unsurprisingly,
interest in the Vietnam War has also spawned numerous books on various aspects of the conflict, but to date no
book has been published focusing on the United States Senate even though the war could not have taken place
without the Senate s support. Gary Stone s Elites for Peace fills this gap, giving special attention to the Senate
during the Johnson presidency when the conflict escalated into a major war and became the central political
issue of American political life and a major concern for people throughout the world. In this work, Stone
chronicles how the Senate tried to cope with this war, a war to which its members supported through the
nearly unanimous Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 1964, and, more concretely, by supplying the vast appropriations
needed to sustain America s continuing intervention. Looking beyond the public acquiescence of most senators,
Stone shows that numerous influential senators actually opposed Johnson s policies as early as 1965. By early
1966, through the televised Fulbright hearings and publicized dissension of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the
Senate helped to legitimize public debate about the war and give respectability to the still small antiwar protest
movement, a movement which would grow to mass proportions in years that followed. The reader of Elites for
Peace will inevitably be struck by the numerous war-related issues that engaged senators that resonate in more
recent American military interventions, among...
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